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GERUND AND INFINITIVE
Em Inglês, quando um verbo exerce a função de um substantivo, pode-se usar o Gerund ou o 
Infinitive do verbo com ou sem o “to”. 

Ex:  I avoid talking to her.

      I decided to live here for one more year.

Na maioria dos casos não existe diferença de sentido das duas estruturas apenas diferenças 
estruturais.

1. INFINITIVE
To + verb  é usado depois de alguns verbos (Peter would like to drive you home.)

agree, refuse, promise, offer, plan, decide, hope, want, need, would like, forget...

	▸�	 Infinitive sem o “To”
Usos:

•	 Depois dos modais ( I may go to her party.)
•	 Depois de locuções verbais  had better (seria aconselhável, seria melhor) e would rather 

(preferiria) ( Pam had better stop smoking. / They would rather be at the beach right now.)

	▸�	 certos verbos pedem um objeto antes do Infinitive ( Please, remind me to pay you at the end of 
the week.)
•	 tell, ask, remind, invite, want, need, teach, help...

2. GERUND
Para formar o Gerund, acrescenta-se a terminação –ing ao infinitivo do verbo.

Usos: 

	▸�	 Depois dos seguintes verbos: finish, avoid, give up, keep, love, enjoy, hate, mind, can’t stand, 
suggest, imagine, consider... (Glen keeps cheating on every test.)
	▸�	 Depois de preposições (Peter is very good at writing essays.)
	▸�	 Como sujeito de uma oração (Teaching is awesome.)
	▸�	 Depois de No, em mensagens curtas de proibição (No stepping on the grass!)
	▸�	 Verbos seguidos de Infinitivo ou Gerund sem mudança de significado (I like eating vegetables./ 
I like to eat vegetables.)

like, dislike, attempt, continue, begin, intend, prefer, start...

	▸�	 Verbos seguidos de Infinitive e Gerund com mudança de significado
•	 remember, forget, mean, try, stop...

I remember locking the door. (Eu me lembrei de ter trancado a porta.)
I remember to lock the door. (Eu me lembrei de trancar a porta.)

OBS:	 Os únicos casos de uso do Gerund depois da preposição “to” é com a expressão looking 
forward to ou be/get used to  ( I’m looking forward to meeting her./ Eu estou esperando 
ansiosamente encontrá-la. / I’m getting used to eating this horrible food in the Army. / Eu 
estou me acostumando a comer essa comida terrível do Exército. ) 
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Write down

1. He stopped __________ only after the doctor said he was 
going to die.

a) drank
b) drink
c) drinks
d) drinking
e) to drink

2.  
Both Mary and Roger enjoy __________ tennis.

a) plays
b) play
c) to playing
d) playing
e) played

3.  
I hope __________ your letter.

a) to answer
b) answering
c) answer
d) would answer
e) to answering

4.  
Would you mind coming with me? I’d like __________.

a) you to come
b) to come
c) coming
d) you coming
e) you come

5.  
She cannot get used __________ abroad.

a) to live
b) to living
c) lives
d) lived
e) living

Exercises
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