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|. Modal Verbs
Os verbos modais s&o verbos auxiliares especiais usados nas oragdes para expressar cer-
tas ideias. Alguns deles nédo tem traducédo, apenas desempenham uma determinada fungéo
gue deve ser compreendida.

Modais € um dos assuntos mais importantes no estudo da lingua inglesa, por isso preste
muita atencéao.

Os verbos modais séo: Can, could, may, might, shall, must, should, ought to, will, would e
vamos ver que need pode se transformar em um semi-modal.

1) Existem algumas regrinhas para o uso dos modais em ora¢ées. E importante que as ve-
jamos, antes de iniciar o estudo mais detalhado de cada um deles.

1.1) Verbos modais sdo sempre seguidos de verbos no bare infinitive, sempre. Além disso,
estes verbos ndo existem na forma infinitiva, ou seja, ndo podem ser precedidos de “to”.
Repare que “ought to” € um verbo modal, entdo o “to” faz parte de sua estrutura como mo-
dal.

Ex.: | can do that.

Ex.: He will travel next week.

Ex.: I would like a cup of tea.

Ex.: He ought to think about that.

1.2) Pelo fato de ja serem auxiliares, ndo precisam de outros para fazer interrogativas e ne-
gativas. As interrogativas séao feitas colocando os modais antes do sujeito.

Ex.: Could you finish this for me?

Ex.: Will you go with me?

Ex.: I would not talk to him again if | were you.

1.3) Eles nunca séao flexionados, permanecem na sua forma para terceira pessoa e nao fa-
zem passado ou participio com —ED.

Ex.: He can drink a bottle of beer in fifteen seconds.

Ex.: She could answer all the questions.

1.4) Pode-se fazer tempos compostos usando os modais.
Ex.: He can get running at your house in five minutes. Don’t worry.
Ex.: | could have been with you. Sorry!

1.5) Admitem formas negativas e suas contracdes. O Unico que ndo admite contracao € o

“‘may”.
Modal Forma negativa Negativa contrai-
da
Can Cannot Can’t
May May not X
Could Could not Couldn’t
Might Might not Mightn’t
Should Should not Should’nt
Ought to Ought not to Oughtn’t to
Must Must not Mustn’t
Shall Shall not Shan’t
Will Will not won’t
Would Would not Wouldn’t
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2) Modais

2.1) Can

O can € usado para dizer que algo é possivel, permitido ou que alguém tem a capacidade
/ habilidade de fazer algo.

Ex.: We can see the lake from our hotel.

Ex.: A. I don’t have a pen. B. You can use mine.

Ex.: Can you speak any foreign languages?

Ex.: 'm afraid | can’t come to the party on Friday.

Ex.: The word “dream” can be a noun or a verb.

Quando falamos de habilidades / capacidades é possivel usar tanto “can” quanto “be able
to” (ser capaz de).

Ex.: We are able to see the lake from our hotel.

Ex.: | am able to play the piano.

Entretanto, o “can” tem apenas a forma no presente e no passado (could). Quando quere-
mos falar de algo que sera possivel de ser realizado no futuro ou em outros tempos verbais,
deve-se usar "be able to”.

Ex.: I haven’t been able to sleep recently.

Ex.: He will be able to walk again after his surgery.

2.2) Could

As vezes “could” é simplesmente o passado de “can”, quando falamos de habilidades e ca-
pacidades. Ele é muito usado com see, hear, smell, taste, feel, remember e understand.

Ex.: As soon as | walked into the room, | could smell gas.

Também usamos o “could” para dizer que alguém teve a habilidade ou permissao para fa-
zer algo.

Ex.: My grandfather could speak five languages.

Ex.: We were totally free. We could do what we wanted.

Para falar de permiss&o em casos gerais podemos usar “could” ou “was / were “allowed”.
Entretanto, quando falamos que alguém teve permisséo para fazer algo em uma situacéo
especifica usamos “was / were allowed to”.

Ex.: Although He didn’t have a ticket, Ned was allowed to come in.

Usamos o “could” para falar de habilidades em geral. Entretanto, se quisermos falar que
alguém pode fazer algo em uma situagao especifica, usamos o “was / were able to” ou “ma-
naged to”.

Ex.: We didn’'t know where David was, but we managed to find / were able to find him in the
end.

Ex.: The fire spread through the building very quickly, but fortunately everybody was able to
escape / managed to escape.

Podemos usar o “could” com acbes possiveis, algo que ha pouca possibilidade de
acontecer e ideias de futuro (especialmente em sugestdes).

Ex.: A. What shall we do tonight? B. We could go to the cinema.

Ex.: We could stay with Jake in Oslo.

Ex.: The story could be true, but | don’t think it is.

Usamos também para situacdes irreais.

Ex.: I'm so tired, | could sleep for a week.

Ex.: This is a wonderful place, | could stay here forever.
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2.3) May e Might

“‘May” e “might” normalmente tém um significado muito préximo quando falamos sobre pos-
sibilidade. Entretanto, preferimos o “may” em uma linguagem académica ou formal para fa-
lar sobre caracteristicas ou comportamentos e o “might” para falar sobre algo que nés pos-
sivelmente faremos no futuro.

Ex.: The seeds from the plant may grow up to 20 centimeters in lenght.

Ex.: | might paint the kitchen.

Ex.: Take an umbrella with you. It might rain later.

Ex.: Amy may / might not go out tonight. She isn’t feeling well.

Ex.: I may / might go to Ireland.

Quando falamos de uma situacdo que nao é real, usamos apenas o might.
Ex.: If they paid me better, | might work harder.

Usamos o “may” para pedirmos permisséo ou oferecer ajuda formalmente.
Ex.: May | leave now?

Ex.: May | help you?

Obs.: “Might as well” € uma expressado que usamos quando fazemos algo porque ndo héa
uma alternativa melhor ou ndo ha razéo para néo se fazer tal coisa.

Ex.: A. What shall | do? B. You might as well sleep here tonight because it’s too late.

EX.: You might as well search for a better job. You earn too little.

2.4) Should e ought to
Ambos tém o mesmo sentido, mas “ought to” € utilizado especialmente na fala e bem me-
nos utilizado que “should”.

Entretanto, ha alguns casos em que preferimos o “should” ao “ought to”. Quando falamos
que uma autoridade de fora recomenda algo, quando damos conselho usando “I” e quando
fazemos perguntas.

Ex.: The manual says that the computer should be disconnected from the power supply be-
fore the cover is removed.

Ex.: | should leave early tomorrow, if | were you.

Ex.: What should | do if | have any problems?

Ex.: Should | ring at home?

Usamos o “should” e “ought to” para dar conselhos ou opinides.

EX.: You look tired. You should / ought to go to bed.

Ex.: Should we invite Stephanie to the party? Yes, | think we should.

Ex.: You shouldn’t / oughtn’t to believe everything you read in the newspaper.

O “should” ndo expressa obrigagao de algo. Para isso usamos o “have to” ou 0 “must”.
Ex.: You should do your homework. (conselho, opiniao)
EX.: You must / have to do your homework. (obrigacéo)

Usamos “should” quando algo nédo esta certo, de acordo com algo ou ha ou houve uma ex-
pectativa de algo.

Ex.: Where’s Tina? She should be here by now.

Ex.: He should be wearing a helmet.

Ex.: There are plenty of hotels in the town. It shouldn’t be hard to find a place.
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Podemos usar o “should” em perguntas referentes a ofertas ou que pedem confirmacédo ou
conselho.

Ex.: Should | phone for a taxi for you?

Ex.: Who should | pass the message to?

2.5) Must

Usamos “must” para falar de uma obrigacédo ou deducéo de algo e “must not” para falar de
uma proibicéo.

Ex.: You must be there at 7 o’clock.

Ex.: You must keep it a secret. You musn’t tell anyone.

Ex.: We haven’t got much time. We must hurry.

Ex.: That's not Clara’s car. She must have borrowed it from her parents.

Ex.: | can’'t hear a noise. You must be imagining things.

Para falarmos de uma obrigacédo no passado, usamos o “had to” e de uma dedugao no pas-
sado o “must have” mais verbo no participio passado.

Ex.: | had to tell her what happened.

Ex.: I must have been drunk to say something like that.

2.6) Will e Shall
Will e shall sdo modais de futuro, ou seja, jogam o verbo que os segue para o tempo verbal
no futuro. Ja vimos o uso do will na aula 9 (caso tenha davidas revise essa aula), mas para
relembrar usamos “Will” quando falamos de uma decisdo espontanea, quando ndo temos
total certeza de que algo vai acontecer e quando fazemos promessas e ameacas. Podemos
usar “shall” nos mesmos sentidos de “will”, entretanto “shall” sé pode ser usado com “I” e
“‘we”. Na maioria das vezes € usado em perguntas para saber a opinido de alguém, especi-
almente sobre ofertas e sugestdes.

Ex.: | shall / will be late this morning.

Ex.: We shall / will probably go to France in June.

Ex.: | shan’t / won’t be here tomorrow.

Ex.: Shall we go to a restaurant?

Ex.: She will be very angry. (ndo se usa “shall” com outros pronomes além de

“I” e “we”)
2.7) Would

Usamos “would” quando imaginamos uma situagdo ou uma agao, ou seja, pensamos em
algo que nao é real.

Ex.: It would be nice buy a new car, but we can’t afford it.

Ex.: I'd (I would) love to live by the sea.

Usamos “would” em perguntas para fazer convites e ofertas. Também podemos usa-lo para
pedir algo de forma educada.

Ex.: Would you like a cup of coffee?

Ex.: Would you like to eat with us tonight?

Ex.: I'd like to try on this jacket, please.

Quando falamos de acgdes repetidas no passado que n&do acontecem mais, podemos usar
“‘would” ou “used to”. Entretanto, “would” s6 é usado se o tempo do qual se fala estiver cla-
ro.

Ex.: We used to play in the garden.

Ex.: Whenever we went to my uncle’s house, we would / used to play in the garden.
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2.8) Semi-modal

Temos o “need”. Quando usamos o “need” como modal, ele tem 0 mesmo sentido de quan-
do usado como um verbo regular, mas suas caracteristicas gramaticais sdo de um modal.
Quando o usamos como modal, ele sempre vem seguido de um verbo no bare infinitive; e
para interrogativas e negativas nao precisa de um auxiliar, pois ele ja funciona como um.
EX.: You needn’t (need not) speak so loudly (ou podemos escrever: you don’t need to speak
so loudly)

Ex.: Need | wait for her? (ou podemos escrever: Do | need to wait for her?)

“Needn’t have done” e “didn’t need to do” sdo completamente diferentes.

Ex.: He needn’t have done that (Ele fez aquilo, mas nao era preciso fazer)

Ex.: He didn’t need to do that. (Ele ndo fez aquilo, porque nao foi preciso fazer)
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Exercicios

1. (EFOMM) Choose the alternative that correctly completes the sentences below.
1-She __ be married, she isn't old enough.
2 - Listen, children, you ____ finish the essay now if you don't want to.
3 - The neighbors be at home, | saw the light on in their bedroom.
4 -You ___ take ataxi. There's a good bus service.
5 - Look at that sign. You park here.
a) can- have to — can't - ought to — shouldn't
b) can't — should — don't have to — shouldn't — mustn't
c) isn't allowed to — ought to — don't have to — should — don't have to
d) can't — don't have to — must — don't have to — aren't allowed to
e) must — can't — have to — mustn't — don't have to

2. (EFOMM) Choose the correct alternative.
This is not installed correctly. They my instructions.
a) must misunderstand
b) must have misunderstood
c¢) should have misunderstood
d) should misunderstand
e) may understand

3. (EFOMM) I've lost the key. | ought it in a safe place.
a) that | put b) to be putting c) to have put
d) to put e) put

4. (EFOMM) There was no one else at the box office. | ina queue.

a) needn’t wait

b) mustn’t wait

c) needn’t have waited
d) didn’t need to wait
e) must wait

5. (EFOMM) Match the following sentences with the meaning expressed by the modal verb
in each of them.
1- Rooms must be vacated by noon.
2- May | take a look at your newspaper?
3- John might have borrowed his partner’s computer.
4- If you are going to the forest, you ought to buy some mosquito repellent.
5- You must be joking!
a) obligation / permission / possibility / advice / deduction
b) advice / ability / permission / ability / obligation
c) advice / permission / permission / advice / obligation
d) obligation / ability / possibility / obligation / deduction
e) deduction / ability / permission / advice / obligation

6. (EFOMM) How come Bob argued with the waiter? The food awful.
a) had better be
b) should have been
c) can be
d) must have been
e) ought to be
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7. (EFOMM) The invention of the elevator by Elinsha Grey transformed architecture.

Elinsha hadn’t invented the elevator, skyscrapers have been built.
a) mustn’t b) might c) should
d) can e) wouldn’t
8. (EFOMM)
Lucy: “Has Betty finished writing that letter?”
Tom: “No, and she three hours ago.”

a) should had finished
b) should have finished
c¢) should to finished

d) should finished

e) should finish

9. (EFOMM) In the sentence: “You may be wrong, but you may be right”’, May means
a) permission
b) ability
c) deduction
d) obligation
e) possibility

10. (EFOMM) Select the correct verb tense.
What time is it, Sam?
Oh, it's ten o’clock sharp.
Good, by noon, my wife the new worksheet.
a) was finishing
b) would finish
c¢) had already finish
d) will have finished
e) have been finishing

11. (EFOMM) My boss lost all his documents and money. In my opinion he
more careful.
a) must have been
b) may have been
c) might be
d) would have been
e) should have been
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